





FEATURE

arm with integral transmission cross
member and weld-in subframe con-
nectors are combined with chrome-
moly lower “Outlaw” control arms and
Panhard bar, which all feature double-
adjustable aircraft grade rod ends. A
Madman & Co rear sway bar is welded
in and a matching wheelie bar with
adjustable and removable bars is uti-
lized to fine-tune the rate and upward
mobility of the light Z. AFCO coilovers
featuring 150-pound rate springs and
Twin-tube multi-adjustable drag-race
shocks allow efficient rear weight
transfer and almost infinite adjustabil-
ity for varying track conditions. To fur-
ther lighten the car and provide better
front-end control a PA Performance
K-member and BMR upper and lower
control arms were sourced, while the
power steering rack was converted to
a Madman & Co manual rack. AFCO
coilovers featuring 250-pound spring
rates and adjustable shocks round out
the front end.

After some initial track testing and
adjustments in order to optimize the
car’s launch, the meager 404 cubic-
inch LS2 turned a freakish 9.41 at
139.96 mph with a 1.25 60-ft time.
Having also gone 5.91in the 1/8th mile
dispels any notion that the combina-
tion is only a top-end charger.

According to Coleman, “All of my LS
drag race friends call the car a ‘freak.’
The Z28 consistently runs mid 9s and
walks around most other big-cube or
power-adder cars with what | describe
as a modern day Comp Eliminator-
style motor build. Winning an NHRA
Championship or maximizing a car’s
potential is all about experimenting to
find the last inch of power and taking
care of the details. Having made as-
sociations with some of the most suc-
cessful builders in the country and al-
lowing Thunder Racing/Madman & Co.
to set up the chassis has made this a
truly enjoyable experience. Launching
the Z28 to the horizon and holding on
as it shrieks to yet another 9-second
pass is fun—especially when there’s no
pressure involved. Sure it was fun to
rub elbows with Don Garlits and Bob
Glidden and get a peck on the cheek
by the Winston girls, but it wasn’t the
lifestyle for me. | would like to con-
tinue having fun with the car and have

FREAKISHLY FAST

>>> Coleman Roddy proudly poses beside his ‘02 Z28. Coleman states,
“Without the support of my dad and business partner the success in

the '80s as well as the fun that we have together with this car wouldn't
have been possible. As improbable as it may seem, this has been by far
the most dependable race car that we have ever been associated with. It
runs within hundredths of a second pass after pass and still has the OEM
spark plugs!”

>»> A Cheetah SCS shifter with
control center directs the racing

TH350 transmissions inputs via a
reverse shifting pattern. Note the
radio-delete plate in the dash and
the FAST dual sensor air/fuel me-
ter that is used to data log from

dual wideband 02 sensors.

already had Madman fabricate and
install a funny car rollcage to support
future power upgrades.”

With an LSX block purchased and
being worked on at Nicken’s Racing,
the 427 should complete by early '08
and take Coleman deep into the 8s. If
nothing else, it will be awe-inspiring
to hear yet another example of Comp
Eliminator chicanery rev to the moon
and launch to the stars.

Next time you head out to the Gulf
Coast, drop on out to Evadale and
watch Coleman relax in his Z28. On
the off-chance that you don’t see him
there, stop into R&R Auto Sales or
wander over to the Museum of the
Gulf Coast in Port Arthur and check
out the Coleman Roddy display in the
Sports Legends exhibit area besides
other Texas legends like Bum Phillips
and Jimmy Johnson.

TIME MACHINE

After winning the ’83 NHRA E/Gas Competition Eliminator World Cham-
pionship with a '65 Vette, Coleman shocked the racing community and
switched classes with an unproven car. After purchasing a brand new ’84 ;

NATIONAL

ORAGITER S=

Firebird it was promptly converted into a D/MP Comp Eliminator racecar and
debuted at the opening national event. Right out of the gate the Firebird set
class records and rolled through the competition to claim an unprecedented
2nd consecutive Comp Eliminator Championship for Coleman, plus the cov-
eted Quaker State Cup as the Top Sportsman racer. Don’t believe for a sec-
ond that the accolades went to his head. Sure, he has a permanent display

in the Sports Legends exhibit at the Museum of the Gulf Coast—but it was
only through investigative research that this tidbit was uncovered. Coleman
would rather launch high and hard than sing his own praises.

Car:

Owner:
Block:
Compression ratio:
Heads:

Cam:
Pushrods:
Rocker arms:
Pistons:
Rings:
Crankshaft:
Rods:

Intake and throttle body:

Fuel injectors:

Fuel pump:

Ignition:

Engine management:
Power adder:
Exhaust system:

Transmission:
Torque converter:
Driveshaft:

Front suspension:

Rear suspension:

Rearend:
Brakes:

Wheels:

Front tires:

Rear tires:

Fuel octane:

Race weight:

Best e.t. / mph:
Best 60-ft. time:
Current mileage:
Miles driven weekly:

2002 Camaro Z28

Coleman Roddy, Port Arthur, Texas

GM LS2

1.5:1

TEA LS6, Comp cams 921 valve springs

Thunder Racing custom hydraulic roller, secret specs
Thunder Racing heat treated chrome-moly

Stock GM

JE Pistons, custom, -2cc valve reliefs

JE Pro Seal plasma moly

Lunati Pro-Billet 4.0-inch 4340 forged

Lunati Pro-Billet

FAST 90mm composite intake and Nick Williams 90mm throttle body
Bosch 37 Ib/hr

Racetronix 255Lph in-tank fuel pump

Stock coil packs, plug wires and spark plugs

Stock GM PCM, tuned by Geoff Skinner of Thunder Racing
N/A

Dynatech 1.75-inch long-tube ceramic coated headers, 3.5-inch collectors and 1-foot pipe
extensions

GM Turbo 350 with an ATI transbrake, manual valvebody, ATI transmission cooler
ATI 8-inch, 4500 stall
Mark Williams 3.5-inch aluminum

PA Performance K-member, BMR upper and lower control arms, AFCO coilover springs
and adjustable shocks, Madman manual rack, sway bar deleted

Madman & Co. weld-in subframe connectors, double adjustable control arms and Panhard
bar, Madman & Co. torque arm and wheelie bar, Afco rear springs and adjustable shocks

Mark Williams 12-bolt Chevrolet with 4.30 gears, 33-spline axles and a steel spool

Mark Williams 2-piston front and 4-piston rear billet calipers with directional slotted rotors
and race pads

Bogart R/T, 15x4 front, 15x10 rear

Mickey Thompson ET Front, 26x4.5-15

Hoosier CO6 Radial drag slick, 30x10.5x15

108

3,110 pounds

9.41 at 139.96 mph (5.91 at 115.50 mph in 1/8th-mile)
1.25

20,250
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